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No. 1 Agtech and Foodtech ecosystem

Tiny country The Netherlands is changing the way the world farms, combining business and practical
experience with leading research and developments (source: National Geographic). East Netherlands

is home to number 1 Food and Agriculture University Wageningen and the most entrepreneurial
university of the Netherlands, Technical Universtity of Twente. Foodvalley, around Wageningen, tops
the list of appealing investment regions for many agrifood innovators worldwide and has an ideal mix of

multinationals, small and medium enterprises, startups and research institutes.

Business climate

Wageningen and the surrounding Foodvalley
are home to a vibrant, highly educated,
international research community dedicated
to food, nutrition and agricultural sciences.
With more than 3,000 agrifood related
companies, institutes and a community of
more than 10,000 agrifood experts from
over 110 nationalities, it has become an
internationally acclaimed R&D hotspot.
Wageningen University & Research forms
the center of an agrifood research hub.

Three Research Universities and five
Universities of Applied Sciences educate
multi-skilled talent for future challenges
in agrifood such as nutrition, biobased
materials, agtech and protein transition.

Companies

East Netherlands is home to companies like,
on Agtech: Ag Leader, JoinData, Nedap,
Agrifirm, Dorset, Sieplo, Lely, Kubota, VDL
Jansen, AgroCares, Corvus Drones, Keygene
and on Foodtech: GEA, Marel, Buhler,
Duravant, Royal Kaak, Rademaker, Qing and
many more.

Japanese companies like: Asahi, Kubota,
Kikkoman, Toray, Toyota, Yakult, Teijin,
Hitachi, Hosokawa Micron, Omori, Sakura,
Shimano and Marubeni.
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Digitally connected

Beyond being the most wired country in
Europe and having the continent’s fastest
connection speeds, the Netherlands has

the world’s second-highest penetration

of household broadband connections. It
also directly links continental Europe to
North America, with most transatlantic sea
cables going directly to the Netherlands.
What’s more, the highly competitive Dutch
telecommunications network is 100% digital
and ranks among the world’s best for quality,
speed and reliability.
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World Happiness Report 2025

Foodvalley - the primary knowledge intensive
agrifood ecosystem in the Netherlands.

Shared research facilities provide access to
state-of-the-art facilities.

NARO, National Agriculture and Food Research

Organization in Japan, Presence of Japanese
liaison officer at Wageningen Campus.

CITC, Chip Integration Technology Centre,
development of chip technology for smart

farming application.

OnePlanet Research Center, a collaboration

between imec, Universities Radboud, Wageningen

and Radboudumc. Focus on the development
of nanotechnology & agriculture/health.

MESA+, a leading nanotechnology research
institute.

StartLife supports Food & Agri startups into
leading enterprises.

Welcome Centre Foodvalley provides easy

access and support for expats. East Netherlands

has three top-ranking international schools.
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