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Agrifood

and startups.

Business climate

Wageningen and the surrounding Foodvalley
are home to a vibrant, highly educated,
international research community dedicated
to food, nutrition and agricultural sciences.
With more than 3,000 agrifood related
companies, institutes and a community

of more than 10,000 agrifood experts

from over 110 nationalities, it has become

an international acclaimed R&D hotspot.
Wageningen University & Research forms
the center of a food research hub, where
innovative developments are being driven by
a community of researchers.

Three Research Universities and five
Universities of Applied Science educate multi-
skilled talent for future challenges in agrifood
such as nutrition, biobased materials, agtech
and protein transition.

Companies

Kraft Heinz, Unilever, Nestlé, Cargill, DSM,
Yili, FrieslandCampina, Beyond Meat, Flora
Food Group, CJ, Fuji Oil, ADM.

Home to Japanese companies like:
Asahi, Kubota, Kikkoman, Toray, Toyota,
Yakult, Teijin, Hitachi, Hosokawa Micron,
Omori, Sakura, Shimano and Marubeni.

No. 1 R&D food ecosystem

The Netherlands is an agrifood powerhouse, world’s number 2 exporter of food products and home to
world’s number 1food and agriculture university in Wageningen. Foodvalley, located in East Netherlands,
tops the list of appealing investment regions for many Agri-Food innovators worldwide. Foodvalley has fanee
an ideal mix of multinational companies, research institutes, small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
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-Q~ Open and innovative -+¥r- Business support
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Joint research programs with the Universities
of Wageningen, Nijmegen and Twente,
top-class research institutes, like imec and
medical centers (Nutrition hospital Gelderse
Vallei, Rijnstate Hospital, Radboud university
medical center) offer new food applications.

The Netherlands
ranks 4th on the
Innovation index

European Innovation Scoreboard
(E1S) 2025

Excellence in Nutrition & Health

World Food Center

Foodvalley

MESA+

University of Twente

OnePlanet

Wageningen Research Center

University & Research
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we are the

th

happiest

country in the world

World Happiness Report 2025

Foodvalley - the primary knowledge-intensive
agrifood ecosystem in the Netherlands.

NIZO has one of the largest food grade
industrial pilot plants in the world.

Shared research facilities provides access to
state-of-the-art facilities.

Startlife supports Food & Agri startups into
leading enterprises.

OnePlanet Research Center, a collaboration
between imec, Universities Radboud,
Wageningen and Radboudumc. Focus on
the development of nanotechnology &
agriculture/health.

Nutrition & Healthcare Alliance is the expert
centre & field lab in nutrition & healthcare.
One of the projects is the Taste & Smell
Clinic. The centre combines high quality
health care with excellent scientific research.

Welcome Centre Foodvalley provides
easy access and support for expats and
East Netherlands has three top-ranking
international schools.
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